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TELEPHONE, BEEKMAN SInO.

The League to Enforce Peace Not a
League to Enforce Peace?

At the request of Mr. Hamilton
Holt, tlio Intelligent niul patriotic
editor of tliu Independent anil the

of the league to Kn-for-

lViico, we print the letter that
follows. Wc arc clad to print It thus
conspicuously, although It does not
seem to refer directly to anything
The Sun has said about the abandon-Mea- t

of tho Monroe Doctrine :

To tub Editor or The Son Sir: 'When
movement as vital as the League to

Enforce Is Been to he sweeping
orer the country, it In to be expected
that doubters, objectors and milliners
trill arise.

"Hut would It not be a Bood plan If

the league's opponents, before becoming
vocal or rushing Into print, should read
the twenty-tw- o words In the league's
preamble, the one hundred and sixty-fo-

words contained In Its four pro-

posals, and the sixty-liv- e words added
as the official Interpretation of Arti-

cle IH.7
"Thus In tho Senate last week no less

a statesman than Senator Borah was
moved to say:

" 'Suppose the United States and Ar-

gentina and some of the nations of
Surope enter Into a League to Enforce
Peace, and let us suppose that Argen-

tina and one of the Governments of
Europe disagree in one of their disputes
and Argentina refuses to submit her
dispute to an International tribunal or
to a council of conciliation. Under the
doctrine of the League to Enforce Peace
we would not only have agreed that the
European nations could come here and
set in war with Argentina, but If we
were called upon we would have to Join
with our army and navy to enforce the
matter against Argentina.'

"This; of course, Is a misstatement of
the league's position. Article III. of the
platform, as Interpreted by the executive
committee, reads as follows:

"The signatory Powers shall Jointly
use) forthwith their economic forces
against any of tlijjr number that re-

fuses to submit any question which
arises to an international Judicial tribu-
nal or council of conciliation before Is-

suing an ultimatum or threatening war.
They shall follow this by the Joint use
of their military forces against that na-

tion If It actually proceed to make war
or Invade another's territory.'

"It follows, therefore, that if Argen-
tina, refuses to refer her dispute with a
European Tower to an International
tribunal or council of conciliation, the
other members of tho league will not
make war, but 'forthwith use their eco-

nomic forces' against her. Indeed, they
will not proceed against Argentina at
all with their military forces unless Ar
gentina actually makes war on the Eu
ropean Power. Of course if she submits
her case to a court or council and then
Is dissatisfied with the decision or rec-

ommendation she can then make war
without any resistance whatsoever by
the league.

"A more flagrant misstatement of the
position of the League to Enforce Peace
Is made by Mr. Roosevelt In his dia-

tribe against the league In the Febru-
ary Afelropolltan Magazine. Says he:

" The proposals of this league' vary
somewhat from time to time ; but In
their essence they are that nations shall
arbitrate all questions and that they
shall agree to enforce the decrees of the
arbitral court by war.'

"In the first place, the league's pro-

posals have not been changed one lota
since their adqption at Independence
Hall, Philadelphia, June 17, 1915. In
the second place, there Is no proposal
whatsoever 'to enforce the decrees of
the arbitral court by war." The pro-

posal Is not even to enforce a reference
to the court or council of conciliation by
war. The only time that force can be
Invoked by the league Is when the league
proceeds against a nation that goes to
war without first submitting Its cats to
a court or council of conciliation.

The League to Enforce Peace en-

forces delay. It does not enforce a
Judgment. Is any American statesman
unwilling to have the United States go

that far? Hamilton Holt,
"VIco-Chalrm- of the League to En-

force Peace.
"New YcrtK, January 9."

It will at once strike most renders
of Mr. Holt's Interesting letter that
If the League to Enforce Pence l, as
he protests, not n league to enforce
peace, hut merely a league to enforce
delay, tho mimu of the organization
should he changed from thi ICngue to
Hnforce Peace to tho league to e

Delay,
hls Is certainly a reasonable pro

posai; for the present title Is con
fessedly

Apart from tho question of tho
merits pf this suggestion of n change
of name we beg to remind Mr. Holt
that whatever mny or may not be
tho Inaccuracies of Senator Uorah'h
or Colonel IIooseveiTh Interpretation
of the purposes and policies of the
league of which our correspondent Is

The Hun has not mis
stated them, for It has not even been
discussing them.

Our remarks on the subject of the
abandonment of the Monroo Doctrine
have been addressed not to the pro-
gramme or creed of any tnmfllelal or-

ganization of well meaning citizens
who want to do what they can to
banish from earth the horrors and
miseries of war, but to a sitcclllc pro-

posal and pledge submitted to the
Powers of Kurope. by the President
of the United States In the name of
the Government and the people of the
United States.

Sir. Holt will sec that the league
of Powers which Mr. Wilson pro-
poses for the Enforcement of Peace
Is quite n different thing from the
league of excellent nnd honorable citi
zens of which Mr. Holt Is vice-cha- ir

man. He will see that the enforce
ment of pence contemplated In Mr.
Wilson's unauthorized pledge of this
nation's every Influence and resource
goes far beyond the very limited
scheme of enforcement ns set forth In
Mr. Holt's communication to us.
Mr. Wilson's league would bo In fact
n league to itollec the world In order
to enforce ieiire; Mr. Holt's league
Is avowedly nothing more than n
league to enforce delay In declaring
war, and to quit police duty ns soon
as the offender, however guilty he
may be, has been In the court room
and heard the sentence of the court.
We hope the distinction Is obvious.

Practically what is aimed nt In Mr.
Wilson's proposal to the belligerents
Is a continuous enforcement of peace
by cooperative military effort and n
continuous guarantee of the sover
eignty nnd territorial integrity of tho
smaller and wenker peoples of the
world. The scheme of Mr. Holt's
league, ns stated by him In the fore-
going communication, would never
accomplish that; for the attempt to
enforce peace would cease as soon as
any of the disturbers of peace had
gone through the form of arbitration
proceedings and refused to accept the
result.

So while Mr. Holt Is talking about
one thing, In the name of the admi-

rable association of which he Is

Mr. Wilson has been talk-
ing of quite another thing. In the
name of the Government and the peo-

ple of which and of whom he Is Presi-

dent; nnd he lias been talking with-

out warrant of authority.
Now, Mr. Wilson's unauthorized

pledge of cooperation to the limit of
the nation's Influence and resources
has been repudiated. In the name of
the Government, by the Senate of the
United States, the only body consti-
tutionally cajiable of validating It.

Of Its Indorsement by popular sen-

timent there Is not yet the slightest
evidence. Indeed, public sentiment
seems o us to be running strong
against the President's precipltnte
proposal to the belligerents.

And what n comedown It would
be for the President to nnrrow his
Ideas of peace enforcement to the
dimensions of tlie much feebler en-

terprise which Mr. Holt's excellent
and respected leaguers hnve In view

tho League not of Prevention but
only of Delny!

Picketing the White House.
It Is hard to believe that any con-

siderable number of the women who
want the ballot will approve of the
action of certain suffragists in picket-
ing the White House. To propose and
carry out such n scheme Implies men-
tal attributes not favorable ton proer
exercise of tho right to vote.

Do the real suffrage leaders sanc-
tion this silly and Ineffective per-

formance?

The Real Cody.

We like to forget Buffalo Hill, pur-
veyor of meat to railroad laborers,
chief of n theatrical exhibition, ana
recall William l- Cony, pony express
rider. Government guide und scout,
soldier and lawmaker. In this figure
Is compressed the adventure and ro-

mance of a nation In the limklng,
harsh nud rude, but Illuminated by
the fine qualities of devotion nnd coin-
age mid marked by exhibitions of rare
skill and nmnzlng endurance. The
chapter of American development
which his career epitomizes is closed;
Indians no longer menace the settlcre,
the bad men are moro likely to be
found In the centres of population
than on the plains, nnd the opportuni-
ties for such men ns Conv In the Uni-

ted States nre greatly reduced.
there Is, hut It Is not found

In hunting the rednien or heading the
vigilance committee; nor shall we see
again the social conditions that gave
birth to the race he typified.

If history Is not n liar, which well
may be, Conv became a pony express
rider at 1.1. It Is not Improbable.
Itoys born In his surroundings In 1S-1-

early liecame
They wens born on horseback,

the lore of the plains came ns n nat-
ural heritage to them nud the spirit
of daring was distilled Into their
veins, not through the medium of the
printed page, but through nctual con-

tact with tho adventurers themselves.
A gun was not an assassin's blililen
wen ion, but the dally wear of men
whow lives might depend on the frac-
tion of a second. Trappers, hunters,
Iridium), pioneers, horse thieves, gam-
blers, the good nnd tho had. tho reck-
less nnd the cautious; each bore the
burden of hl own preservation. In

such u school courage and tenacity
quickly show themselves.

That life was the making of many
men. It had Its unlovely aspects;
pcrhnps ns inany of these ns the dis-
quieting facets of moro sheltered ex-

istences. Some men It ruined Just as
surely as they would have been ruined
uuder other conditions; but Its best
proilticls were singularly Appealing.
They stood out ns exemplars of those
habits nnd characteristics that most
strongly affect the imagination. No
romancer's pen Is needed to enhance
the exploits of the heroes of those
days when In the .simple and straight-
forward transactions of an, uncompli-
cated society every tub stood on Its
own bottom or stood not nt all. And
Copt, alert, resourceful, confident,
steadfast, bore honorable share In the
perils and triumphs of a perplexing
and dangerous Ku,im1.

As a showman he marie the plains
life of a generation ngo familiar to the
world. It was not an tiiipralscworthy
HfconiplUhment; he preserved for a
few years what ijrogress hntl doomed
to extinction, nnd mnde It live for
those who otherwise would have
known It not. Hut Kuffalo Hill
shooting glass balls In Madison
Square Garden did not mcnMire up to
Scout Conv who in iersoiial combat
slew Chief Yellow Jacket. Far be-

hind the theatrical figure there fell
the shadow of a linn pioneer who must
not le forgotten In the later and so-

phisticated product of n less cnmixd-lin- g

environment.

Merely a Blunder of $3,538,000.

The Sun has said that In com-

parison with the financial problem of
the Stnte nil the other questions that
nre to come before tho Legislature are
trivial. How disquieting the present
situation Is the subjoined despatch
reveals :

"Albant, January 9. Those who com-

plied figures for Governor Whitman's
tentative budget made the mistake of
adding a $3,530,000 surplus twice, thus
making the resources of the State for
the next fiscal year appear to be

An error of $3,530,000 embalmed In
the official calculations of the State's
officers Is of sufficient consequence to
convince even the most obtuse thnt
the system which jtermlts It Is fatally
defective. It Is of little use to utter
the censures against Individuals that
are naturally inspired by such n blun-
der. The essential cause, the funda-

mental basis for the miscalculation.
Is In tho practice which neglects ob-

vious checks against mistakes of this
kind. As any Individual is likely to
fall Into such an error, so every pre-

caution should be tnken to guard
ngaliist It. Such precautions the
State does not take and has nut tnken
In the inst. Until this condition Is

remedied we shall make no progress
toward the Improvement of the con-

dition of the treasury.

On the Higher Plane.
Kniisns, tremulous ns nn aspen nt

the barbaric Idea of preparedness,
shivered again until Its capital dome
was almost riven to flinders when the
crude Federal Government planned to
executo n negro murderer on the
Leavenworth military reservation.
Through Its Hcpresontntlves nnd Sen-

ators nt Washington the State re-

monstrated nguliist this flagrant dis-

regard of "Kansas policy and sen-

timent." Goernor Abthuu Cai-per'- s

newspaper, the TojK-k-a Capital, thus
congratulates the Stnte on Its nar-
row ecaie:

The death penalty Is a relic of less
civilized ages and is being abolished by
enlightened States. Kansas belongs In
this rank and long ago did away with
the taking of human life by Judicial sen-

tence. The Federal Government has not
reached the same plane In devallns with
homicide, but It shows a respect for
Kansas sentiment that is gratifying to
this State In rescinding an order for the
execution of one of Its convicts on Kan-

sas soli."

Two days before this the Capital
hnd said editorially :

"Of the sixty-fou- r murders by mobs
during the ear the only one perpe-

trated In a Northern State was that at
Olathe In Kansas last fall."

Kansas has nlwnys had Its own way
of doing things.

In the course of time the remainder
of tho Stntes nnd the Federal Gov
ernment may succeed In reaching
"the same plane" upon which Kansas
already so loftily dwells.

The Buffalo Coming Back.
.The American bison, or buffalo, Is

Increasing In number, according to the
annual report of the biological survey,
and the danger of complete extinc-
tion, that once threatened, appar-
ently no longer exists.

The rescue of the huffiilo from the
slaughterers Is one of tho most In-

teresting of our attempts nt conser-
vation. It Is estimated that at one
time within the past century there
were ns many as 7.1,000,000 of these
great, unwieldy creatures on the
North American continent; early
travellers tell of herds that were
days In pas-ln- g, that halted steam-
boats on the upper Missouri nnd
Btoped wagon and railway trains on
the Western plains. The number
kllk-i- l by the Indians In their hunts
was not eqiiul to the natural Increase
of the herds.

The slaughter began when the rail-
roads crossed the prairies and opened
up unexplored tracts to the hide hunt-
ers. Thousands were killed merely
for n slice of their hump or tongue.
For years hunters sold an average of
2,000,000 hides annually. In 18Sft
the number of American bison, wild
nnd captive, was only 1,001. There
arn now, perhaps, In North Amer-
ica m 'many ns 4,000. .The largest
herd It In the natlocal park nt Wain- -
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wrlght, Alberta. This city, with about
fifty In Its two largest parks, has an
large a herd as there Is In some of
the Western reservations.

The buffalo was the most numerous
nnd valuable animal of this country.
Its flesh was sun dried In great quan-
tities nnd made excellent beef; the
bones, horns nnd sinews were all util-
ized, and the hide was mnde Into
lodges, harness, canoe and winter
clothing. Uuffnlo meat cannot be
bought, nnd n hide, which once sold
for a few dollars, would cost $100.
Had tho buffalo been conserved In
time Instead of being so ruthlessly
slaughtered It would y have had
tin economic value to the country diffi-

cult to overestimate.

The Sun believes that Mrs. Hallino-to.- v

Hootii has been misinformed ns
to Jesse I'omkrot's sentence, lie was
convicted nnd sentenced to be hanged.
Tho Huprcmo Court reviewed without
avail his defence of Insanity. On Au-Bii-

31, 1876, after the Governor's Conn-ti- l
had listened to a 'review of exten-

uating circumstances. Governor Hick
commuted the death sentence In these
words:

"Wo do, by nnd with the advice of
our Council, grant to Mm, the said
Jksse lUrtniNO PoMEnoT, a commutation
of the punishment which he Is liable to
endure by the aforesaid sentence to tliHt
of solitary Imprisonment at hard labor
In tho State prison during his natural
life."

It appears to be the fact thut for
several years l0MERor refused to do
any work at all, I.atcr, when lie ac-
cepted work, his Ingenuity was shown
In converting tools and materials to
Instruments of escape. He seemed
nllllng to work only when the employ-
ment was of a nature that would lend
Itself to his almost constant efforts to
break Jail, and for that reason many,
perhaps most, of his years have been
spent In physical Idleness.

Perhaps It would be possible to
Identify Oliver Osborne as the man
who leaked.

One of the exhibits of pork which
The Sun held up to public view was
the proposed appropriation of $45,000
for a post office at Algona, Iowa, where
we quoted the figures of tho Govern-- "

ment as to population and postal re-
ceipts. The artlclo brings u moan
from the Algona Courier:

'The Sun's statement of the case does
Algona a great injustice. Instead of
having a population of 2.908 It now has
a population of 4,000. and Instead of
the post office receipts being $15,210
they are well over $16,000 and arc rap-Idl- y

Increasing."
How great the Injustice was the

leader who compares the, census fig-

ures with the Courier's estimate must
decide. Prom $15,210 to "well over
$16,000" may be by leaps and bounds
In Iowa. It would never do for Ken-
tucky, where tho folks In Hazard went
from 537 to 4,000 without a flutter.

When a iorkhound is trying to get
into the barrel, anybody who steps on
his toe is doing him a great injustice.

WEST STREET WAYS.

Who knows not West street knows
not life. Consider this passage in the
life of Fred Wlescr, West streeter.
Produce man. Physically, a bear. Vo-

cally, a bull. Ingurgitates gratefully,
If not gracefully, on the driest day of
his life, enough red llclicr for the ruin
of a hundred men In a temperance-worker'- s

speech. Works hard, earns
for his firm two dollars for every one
of the $2,400 a year they pay hint.
I.Ives In a West street hotel, pays the
proprietor a small part of his earn-
ings for room rent, and tho rest In
driblets over tho bar. Has no depen-
dents, and enjoys life to the hilt. Has
enough laid by to see him through a
crisis or the undertaker's shop.

Holiday time, Fred's appreciative
employers treated him to a bonus, 10
per cent, on a year's salary. A week
before he had made a sale for them,
against seemingly decisive odds of
competition, of $l,S0O worth of cran-
berries promising to rot in a glutted
market. And Just before New Vear'H
Fred fell in one night with eight or
nine active members of tho Hudson
Dusters, with whom he immediately
fell out. One unfading "shiner" he
Still carries as a memento of the Joyous
occasion, and the knuckles of his left
hand are puffed and discolored. Hut
he kept his roll, and one of the Hud-
son Dusters went away in the ambu-
lance. The others limped.

So far a dull tnie. Uut back In
December Fred had received a letter
from a maiden aunt In Ohio. "Dear
Freddy," she said; "I have not seen
you for many years. I am nn old
woman now, and do not expect to live
long. You are the only one of nil the
folks I care to see, and I want to see
you soon. I have something Impor-
tant to tell you." "Bless the old girl."
cried Fred; "she's going to leave mc
some of her money. She has a lot of
It." And he WTote back: "Will take a
week off. and will be with you Jan-
uary 6."

And then the Hudson Dusters: "Do
I look like cnlling on a nice old lady
now?" says Fred.

He wrote again: "Owing to busy
times in the market, 'must postpone
my visit. Will take the week off when
business Is not so busy."

And now, telling about It, "Hell!"
says Fred; "it's a ten to one shot the
old girl dies before I'm fit to go, and
she's Just quick enough on tho trigger
to call It all off, make a new will nnd
kick the bucket before 1 can see her
and make It right." Hut Fred would
stand equally well the gain or the
"loss'' of tho money.

Translated Into more elegant terms,
Fred's story has, without essential
modifications, appeared more than once
in dignified fiction.

What the Fight Is About.
To the Editor or The Sun .Sir; I

am gradually learning to understand
that the Allien In the European war
are fighting with no Intention of con-
quest. True, England and Japan hnve
a tight grip on most of Germany's
colonies, France wishes Alsace-Lorrain- e,

Itnly desires a big sllco of Austria and
Itussla wants Constantinople. Hut If
tills looks like ronquest to me lt' be
cause my mother was born In Germany,
and of course I can't be expected to
think straight. C. J. M.

New York, January 10.

A Form far lk Kfldrnee.
Q. ?

Q. Uircaatlcally)
A. (heatedly)
Q, (Ironically)
A. (htrahl)
O (hllterlr)
A. (furlouily)
Q. (tntlnuatlnd)
A. (frthk.fly)

LESS THAN SIX PER CENT.

Tho Truth About Last Tear's Large
Hall nay Earnings.

To the KoiTon or The Sun Sir: The
editorial article under the caption
"Need of Public Ownership of, Itall-roa-

Again Shown." appearing In tho
Now York Evening Journal of January
6 presents an argument based on as-

sumed facts that are so far from the
truth that It neems proper that a state-
ment should bo mado In reply to It.

President Lee of the llrothcrhood of
Itallroad Trainmen Is quoted as accus-
ing tho railroad managers of "delllier-atcl- y

trying to mako the expense of ad-
ministering the eight hour law unneces-
sarily high." The assumption Is then
made that this assumed action Is cither
"for the purpose of accomplishing the
lepudlatlou of the eight hour law" or
of "boosting the apparent Increase In
the cost of operation In order to make
further extortions from tho public by
means of Increased freights and passen-
ger fares." As the major premise In
this argument Is untrue the conclusion
Is necessarily false. The railroads have
not been deliberately trying to Increase
their operating expenses, but on the
contrary have as a whole been making
every posslblo effort constantly to de-

crease operating expenses, and with a
very considerable degree of success, as
liny analypis of the facts would reveal.
Any charge made to the contrary Is
utterly unfounded and .unfair, as any
one who cares to inesllgato tho facts
can discover.

Other conclusions equally unsound arc
reached In this editorial article, the
chief of which Is that referring to the
prosperity of the railroads this year as
"beyond anything ever heard of on
earth." The bald fact Is that while the
year 19P1 showed the largest net earn-tiig- .s

of any ear In the lilMurj of
American railroads even these earnings
showed a return of less than 6 per
cent, upon the railroad property deoted
to the use of the public, and In com-
parison with the earnings enjoyed by
other branches of Industrial and com-

mercial activity they wero absurdly low.
The attractions offered to capital In al-

most every other line of business have
been so great that railroad expansion
to meet the needs of the country on the
present basts has been limited. Along
with this Increased earning has come a
constantly rising cost of labor and ma-

terials, with the reasonable assurance
In the Immediate future of greater ex-

pense and less Income. Not only Is
there no business basis for reducing
rates as Is suggested, but the obvious
lact Is that railroad earnings y are
not adequate to en.Vble the road" to
meet the existing needs of commerce.

The suggestion that without a reduc-
tion of rates we shall fcc "a new orsy
of stock watering" Is equally ill founded.
The railroads are y asking that the
Federal Government shall assume super-
vision of the Issuance of railroad se-

curities and have pledged themselves
absolutely to the principle of Federal
icgulatlon and operation on their part
In the public Interest. Any other as-
sumption Is simply built on Ignorance of
the attitude of railway executives and
owners. A reflection made on the per-

sonal Integrity of railroad executives Is
nNo unwarranted. I think It cannot be
shown that they are any different from
other men or their word any less re-

liable. Nor can It bo shown that they
cannot be trusted under oath.

Tho final fallacy of this unsound ar-
gument Is the suggestion that In Gov-
ernment ownership all the problems of
inn ranroaus would ne soiveo. Amen- - j

cn railroads y nave the lowest
capitalization per mile, charge the lowest
freight rates and pay the highest wages
of any railroads In the whole world.
Their operating efficiency Is the greatest
and the character of their service tho
lest. In Germany, to which the writer
In tte ;i'cn(rt!7 Joiirnol refers, freight
rates arc nearly douhlo those charged
In this country and smch efficiency as
they have attained Is made possible
only through their autocratic, highly
centralized plan of government. That
even such results might bo approximated
In our uncoordinated democracy l un-

believable. It Is necesary only to
read the reports of the Pon Office
Department recently submitted to Con-
gress to gain n suggestion of the evils
which would attend any Government
ownership. They openly complain of
Impracticable anil archaic methods, In-

efficiency, political Interference and diff-
iculty In dealing with employees, all of
which would be highly Intensified In
Government operation of railroads. The
evils of the pork barrel would be In-

creased to an alarming degree If this
great Interest should be subjected to
such control.

Tho whole experience of this country
has been to prove that private owner-
ship and operation are vastly more eff-
icient than public ownership. An argu-
ment In favor of Government ownership
of railroads cannot stand If bawd upon
such false assumptions and incorrect
statements of fact as appear in the
article referred to. The real cine for
this Government ownership Idea would
be Government ownership, but the dis-
asters which would Inevitably follow In
Its trail would be scrlou".

Frank TniiMiiru.,
Chairman Railway Executives' Advisory

Committee.
Nkw YonK, January 10.

HENRY CLAY.

Ilia Politic..
To hie KniTiia fir Tnr Sr ir: In

Tur. St'N of Saturday, January (I, you pub
Ilaheil a letter from Mr. Ienls of Holynke,
Mn., who quote Henry Clay and pcaUe
uf htm at that xnoil old Democrat.

I cannot let that statement eo unchal-
lenged.

To call Henry Clay a Democrat I too
much for me, a descendant of old line
Whine. IloaiftT A. Co, nriN.

Matkiii.ii, Ky., January 8.

He IVa Utile "d" Democrat.
To Tile KmToa or Thi Son Sir: I am

very much nrleved If I landered Henry
Clay by railing him a democrat. To be
democratic has always been conflilered a
worlhy attribute In Ihle country Henry
Clay wan a fine old democrat The word,
an It well known, can be ueed in the good
as well a In the baser meaning. It Is
quite Impomlble to reelet writing thl, In
eplle of the words of Henry Clay, who
said: "A mistake Is bad enough, but an
explanation la much more damaging."

J. It. I.IWII,
Holtoke. Mats, January 10,

THOSE EIGHT CENT MEALS.

Call for Particulars of the Kxnrt Quan-

tities Consumed.
To the Editor or The Sun Sir: We

are much Interested up here In the diet
that those brawny policemen ars to be
fed on. Wilt It be asking too much of
the experimenters for them to give us
tho quantities of food bought and the
prices paid thnt we may form some lden
of how much Is eaten?

I hope the twelve men will not be
like, that Frenchman's horse who, when
be gut used to living on two hi raw h h
day, up and died, Emma Qoodelu

SrniKortiLD, Mats., January 9,

JUSTICE OUR HOPE.
A Foundation for the Belief In Con-sclo-

Immortality.
To the Editor of The Sun Sir: Mr.

August Slender In bis letter to The
Sun expresses the opinion that the ques-

tion of Immortality may well be left to
the Individual's solution, his own choice
being an eternal rest, or Nirvana.

When we consider the limitations of
the human mind, which depends upoa
tho five senses for Its Impressions, and
possibly a vague, more subtle sixth
sense. It Is doubtful whether wo shall
ever arrive at any solution of the eter-
nal question which will satisfy every-
body, so we shall contlnuo to lean upon
dogmas and theories. Influenced by
thought and circumstances.

Hut the one fundamental principle
that is intelligible to all minds Is tho
principle of Justice, and as the short
space of human life and conditions which
govern it aro inadequate, wo depend
upon a future existence and a Supreme
Justice to square the account. This
seems the simplest explanation of the
hope for conscious Immortality.

I admit that Nirvana must be blissful,
but la It logical? L. C.

Gun ItiPQE, N. J., January 10.

JESSE POMEROY'S CASE.

Sentenced. Says Mrs. Booth, to Solitary
Confinement "Without Work."

To tub Editor or The Hun Sir; I
am sorry to read In so reliable a news-
paper tho editorial article on Jesse
Pomeroy. It is Just such articles ap-

pearing In papeis In Hoston and other
cities during the last forty years that
have held loor Jesse Pomeroy up as a
tyie of depravity and havo Inflamed the
minds of the people against him. J

My prison work of the lat twenty I

cars. well known to all our (iovernors I

nnd prison officials, has I think proved
by Its practical results that I am no

(

maudlin sentimentalist. I have ever re - ,

spected the rights of society as keenly j

as I have those of the men within the
wails. I am sorry that you should
speak of Jesse Pomeroy as a "monster"
and a "wretch," and that you should
make the following statement: "For
there was never an Indication that the
monster within him was dead."

You aro not aware of one very Im-

portant thing regarding Jesse Pomeroy's
sentence. Many men arc sentenced to
life In prison ; and even life in solitary
confinement, which was an exceptional
sentence, miclit not seem cruel. Hut'
ncrhans vou are not aware of the fact
that his sentence was life lowest. The are mostly peo-I- n

solitary "without work." I ve who have been engaged In other
It Is In those last two words that the branches of frshlng, or boatmen who are
cruelty lay. It Is true that from time familiar with the river. The apparatus

""" iw) "" maun ciiwui
to cut his way out of prison, and when '

tne cnapiain. who was 111s devoted friend
for twenty-eig- ht years, asked him why
he did It, his answer was: "Chaplain,
it gives me something to think about:
It helps me to ketp my reason." There
la an old adage that Satan finds some
mischief still for idle hands to do, and
I believe that you or I or any' other
person wllh busy fingers and an active
brain would be tempted to pick at locks I

and dig at bricks It we were kept In
solitary without work. Even dredge or rake, and depend for Its ac-th- e

officers who havo guarded him, tlon on the habits of the mussels,
though they realized this was an In- - To a long bar are attached at lnter- -
inngement 01 prison discipline, have
never looked upon it as a vicious trait

Jesse Pomeroy has never shown dur
ins his fortv vears In nrlson anv return-
01 me vicious tendencies that cnarac- -
terlzed his early childhood. For twenty
years I have worked In Charlestow--
nrUnn. T h.ivn tennnrn Inf.m-ita.l- fh

arv n,l life, nf Vhl man on.l nI

INLAND PEARL FISHERIES AND MANU-

FACTORIES THE UNITED STATES.

Seriously

Imprisonment

," w.ncr. uiey quicKiy cioc on ir.e noOKselally from the chaplain, who was hl4ftm, rttaln a t,B,,t hold. Arier drifting
intimate friend have I heard only good a ,hort dirtanc(. the JreJKe ra
of him. He ha. educated himself in and the mussels are removed. The dally
prison and is a reader of scientific works catcn hy this ,,,, aver from Sflrt
and of good literature. He has written ; ,0 1.000 pound, of shells.
articles of considerable merit. When he formed on the ri, , .,,lw
.made clever contrivances with which to
dig his way out. he never showed any
desire to use them as weapon, against

-

had the free run of the prison gallery
through having contrived the secret of
opening his cell.

M 'h?..V f - " f" he
wasacnuu 1, years om ; his crime was
committed when he was only 13, and he
was a child with marked signs of epi-

lepsy. If such a child committed such
a crime with our present knowi- -

of the From the
to prison, Down the

be treated medically for his mental
disease.

I hope that Governor Mc-Ca- ll

will give lilm the privilege of work
ing nnd living with his comrades in
prison. No warden or chaplain or offl- -
cer In that prison feels that there Is any
risk In such added privilege. Personally
I believe that Jesse Pomerov would be
perfectly safe In liberty, and I would
not hesitate, were It In my power,, not
only to give him his but I

rrom
as

done to thl Is fact that nn
ntllhted child wa tried and punished
as if were a thoroughly responsible
adult, and also sentence of
solitary confinement without work was
one that has never been inflicted on any
other person In annals of our coun-
try.

Jesi-- corresponds with tnc
ever month. am glad be per-
sonal friend, and knows, and the off-
icials of Massachusetts know, that I stand
ready to help him If ever the unfortu-
nate public prejudice I by an
Intelligent understanding of case.

Maud II. Hootii.
New YonK, January 10.

BILL.

How the OoTernment .Scout Earned
III Title

To the Editor or Tut: Su.v sir: I

notice by Sun that Buffalo Hill Is
probably passing through last Ill-

ness, and I wonder how many jour
readers know how he came to be called
by that name.

Many years ago when Union
Pacific Itallroad was contemplated the
question arose to how all labor-
ing men were to be on meat,
meat In necessary to make muscle,

(Jeneral W. E. Webb had contract
to feed men. and In talking the mat-
ter over ono day with some sub-
ordinates ono of them suggested that
ho call In William Cody, then a famous
Government scout on plains, to help
solve Cody suggested that
he be allowed to hire men and kill
buffalo railroad men.

This plan was and Cody be-

came later world famous as Buffalo
Bill. In those days buffaloes were
so plentiful that It Is on record that
more than one engineer bad to stop his
train until a herd had crossed,

Adrian O. Hegeman.
Nr.w York, January 10,

A Glance, Into lb Future.
Xntcker What will follow the war after

th war?
B)CkT Th peace, afttr I hi react.

OF

An Industry Recent Growth Now Menaced by Failure to

Conserve Its Source Supply,

fishermen
confinement

confinement

Tersonally

In mldwestcrn States the pearl-
ing Industry Is carried on to even
greater extent than It Is abroad. Its
product amoutits to many millions of
dollars annually, and Includes all Jewels
worth while, mid the making of pearl
buttons, which Is an Industry In Itself.
Tho business of pearl button making
had Its beginning In high tariff

on Imported buttons by the law
of 1S90.

On account of abundance of suit-
able mussels In Mississippi Hlver
tho first factory for manufacture of
pearl buttons from mussel shells was
erected at Muscatine, la., and thu In-

dustry has grown to such an extent
that It now employs nearly 15,000 per-
sons, who turn out approximately

gross of buttons. To produce
this amount there used over 75,000
tons of mussel shells.

The principal species of mussel used
button making Is generally known

as "nlggerhead." They have
general shape of common round
clam, and are characterized by a very
thick and heavy shell. They have black
or dark brown outside skins nnd glisten-
ing white Interiors, this being uniform
Ihrough the thickness of tho shell.

The "yellowback" or yellow sand
shell has a bright yellowish brown epi-
dermis and a faintly cream colored In- -
terlor. These mussels are long and
narrow and are highly valued In button
making. Prooably the best shell for
button making Is "buckhorn" or
"deerhorn." This attains a large size,
pome shells measuring nine Inches In
length, but they are not abundant and

supply is Irregular and
a rare but very desirable mussel Is

known "butterfly" because the,
shape of its valves. The flat shell is of
smalt size but thick and of a fine color.
Several species "pocketbook" clam
are more or less and yield a
good button of medium thickness.

Many shells have but llttls vatu In
button making owing to being brittle,
thin lacking In uniform color. Ths
include "bull head," "warty back,"
"hatchet back" and "blue point."

ti. ,.,tnnin4i n.Mn,- - ta .1 t i...Vn' " sT .:i

most used is the hand rake, tongs, a
rake hauled by tneans of a windlass, a
dredge operated by steam and the bar
with hooks.

The rakes are of several patterns but
essentially all alike. The tongs, known

"scissor rakes," are similar
ordinary oster and clam tongs used by
salt water oystcrmen. They are used
In water as deep as fifteen feet, but
usually In only ten feet or less. One of

Ingenious devices contrived for tak- -
ng Is known as the "crowfoot- -

vals of six Inches four pronged hooks
made of stout wire four Inches long. I

The annaratu Is thrown nverhnar.l frnm I,
.

.... ,. " .. ..
iinr tr'Jn l if h inm tMi ii

,iowly. As the prong come in contact
wtn mussels, which rest on the
bottom of river, their shells!

i .
' . - ? " ""V" W

'

,

.,.., flshinc lhro.h ,,,
shouMer rakw aml Ki ralirs.

Aftcr tnc musSP,s are takc!1 from

un-- s in laiiKs, wim-- Kins tuem and per -
m!ts tranim of flp,nv
Lnder influence of heat the shell,
nnan T.a ... n t , o enn n...
Picked out by hand. When this opera- -

tion Is finished the shell are loaded In,'

HOW TO MEND SHIRTS.

To Tlir. ETiiTor. or Tun Ku.v Sir: If
a safe that three-fourt- h of

who wear high turndown collars
wear holes through (heir shirts near

? 1 '"li' a,cm,,S "oeR "ll"
so'"1, and SllOWH. TllC only Way Is to

K"1 tr"!,!rt The simplicity of
"",llo,, exceeded by .ts

value million" of shirt owners.
If material i not too weak, this

should double wear of the shirt

armhole. and down the Biele to thc
gusset.

Cut straight arro'M the part worn
through by the collar, from neck
to the armhole. Cut from the bottom
of armhole ns much In depth as has
been cut from lop, slope thc neck
for collar band so that It will be
shaped as before and then sew the front
In place, beginning with neckband.
Then sew thc yoke, sleeves and side
seam.

When French or turned back cuffs aie
flayed patch them up neatly with u
needle by hand, reverse cuffs on

sleeve and they will wear a good
new. C It. Q.

Pixasaktville, January 10.

THE WRONG BANK.

The Name of the Mercantile Nntlounl
of Memphis Incorrectly Used.

To the Editor or Sun sir: Our
nttcntlon has been called to an article
which appeared In The Sun of January
5. 1017. beaded "Speculation Causes
Suits." You state that

John -. Kmcrson, retell er for the Mer-

cantile Hank of Memphis, Tenn .

began three suits In the ,1'nlted States
District Court here yesterday to recover
part of the money which the bank's presi-
dent, C. Hunter lUlne, by speculating
In cotton futures, c

We desire to state that our publica-
tion Is In error. Your article evidently
refers to Thc Mercantile Hank, a State
Institution and entirely separate and
distinct from The Mercantile National
Hank. J. f. McDowell, Cashier,

The Mercantile National Hank.
Memphih, Tenn., January 8.

The Cray Mare,
From He EliiaorlMotrn foil

Man wife want Job In ramp. Wife
good cook willing worker Purther
partlcuijrt apply at this offlce.

Kentucky Ilnda Heal Uootlrgier.
rruii at lorvillle InCtvrndtnt.

V.A Harbiw was arrested yerterday
four halt pints of whltke) war

found In hit b;otlegt.

edge medical Jurisprudence, he would Shifting Wear Xccl,-nev-

be sent State but would ' band to Armholes.

freedom,
would become personally responsible for 1 zreiuuy rip me nccKoanu tno

front of !'hlrt aH lhe 'oUe-tha- twatching over his future career. I feel
wrong that MassachuretU has ll,en rip the 0,tC fr0m front' tho
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sacks and sent by boat to the button
factory or taken Tjy 'scows to the ntar-es- t

market.
The mussel shells are stored m u,,

factory In covered sheds, according to
kind. Preparatory to being use. thei
are sorted Into sizes, three of
are recognized In the trade. . prelim,
lnary tfep is tlio soaking of the shells
fresh water for sew-ra- l s to render
them less brittle, as they cannot be, ujm
In a dry state, In which tne n0ulj
crumble or split under the saw

The first step In the making n' fj
ton Is the cutting or saw in: . tv
rough blanks. Iih roller h i.u
shell with n special pliers while ,(lnK
cut, while a fine Jet of water pla 3 0I)

the shell to prevent the fot tuition of
dust and to keep the shell enni.

The saws aro made of Mat strips nf
highly tempered steel about two lnehe
wide and of varjlng lengtn, corrt.
spondlng to tho sizes of button, Tin
saws are filled Into heavy holder smi
these are adjusted to .i latlie m whi.ii
they revolve In a horlzonia' iasi An
tho blanks aro cut they paj La. into
tho saw and holder and drop inlo a box
beneath the saw.

The next step Is the dressing or gMi.il.
Ing of the back of the. blank to reino(
the skin and make an even surface
This Is accomplished b holding each
blank against a tevolvlng einerv wheel
with tho fingers. Turning or fa. nig n (he
next step, which gives to tlie front of ti
button its form. Including the enlm
depression. This li followed hv drllllr?
two or four holes for the thread.

The, button Is now complete with th
exception of polishing. This proce
brings out the natural luntre lot In
grinding, which gives these buttons their
chief value. They are placed in Urn
wooden kegs, known as tumhlen, In
which they are subjected to the action
of a chemical while the tumblers are
revolved After being washed and dried
the buttons are sorted Into size ani
graded according to quality, sewed 0n
cards and packed In boxes.

Although under the most favorabe
circumstances there Is a heavy unaMiij.
able loss of material, there Is a rerta
amount .f Penlal.lo 'hat re,,
resents thousands of gross of button
annually. This waste Is the result ef s,e

failure of the cutters to utilize a. I e'
the available shell.

It takes a nlgKerhead mtiss-- l w Mr
normal conditions between ee .ml
twelve years to reach a letigtT of t irre
Inches, while a shell four an! .. ,,i t
Inches In length requires fr.m nfie,n i0
eighteen years. Owing to tr. igrowth of the mussels and t .e miiar.,-tlv- e

facility with which n irne-- .

exhaust new grounds there 11 3 reason
to believe that depleted beds w' i re.
cuperato while the grounds .11 a
fishing Is being done con'inuo to he

The Rureau of Klshen e a
from time to time c!lt out e iou?'' ejret
to produce vast quantiti of sh--

the inusel fishery Is on,..ira-
tivciy new. nrnl.ilih- - ...... . . ...
twenty years old. continued fish g h,,
i,arf a nronn,,n.i ... .
""-- "ic muss-- i oens ai.J b !.
fair to lead to suriou jn.veque

hlle the button business
talned larse propot tiot.s. dung
mately IIO.oom.OOO woith each
' destined to have a s' I!

fears are entertThrough li dlvrin' , 'JX,
Von miunr?dueed t at I n' ,

roturln rifTt, ,r Z e'
iVolhiUtv ,J0f theI.. Jl?l

"... ..""...7"' ? P'"a .aK
ul "! Z '

Ju-e.-
edwaste It mea re

"J"' . . ''"urrn icroinmenoeu to
...most

. concerned, the failure

t .71 1 I'l' .',

annually CltARI.Kh A.; -

A VETERAN'S PROTEST

tieneral l.nntl on the Action of Hi.

State ( Ml Sen Ire ConiniSMmi.
To THE Edithii of The Si n

a veteran of the chil w.i- - - .
s:drable war and mine no s 1,

able service I feel as i, -
are et among the Hi. p . '
Mod to lie yet in emlen. e - ,

I feel es.eelall thank'ul af'-- r ' .
survived the chloroform pre
ministered by the State f.i -
Commission in refusing f pc .
amlnatlun for promotion be .,

not under I.", jears of age. '

Court of Appeal ha. . '

unanimous decision that ;'
exceeded it nuthorlt.i
the civil war veteran w i e

the Jutlee nent eve-- i fir ,

them concurring In this
I tlnd no act of tbt l.gl

lubltlng a cltiz-- n of thl stale u
Ing a competitive examination
tnent or promotion In the c'v
reason of aee.

Now come to me this n t j
ter from Past Commander T
A. It., of New burgh, en '

cial communication from t'e --

Service Commission rcfu e ' '

right of an examination f.

polnttnent in New burgh he.
not under JO c.us of age

This altitude of the State f
rather astounds me, mute ..
to my greater sorrow

wholly or In t ie
has gono far beyond Wiat
oratlc commission ha e e
my memory.

As a Itepuhllean w'.i.
almost life Itself one '
calls ever for my p.m -

ter of histor) In the I

IMlgn, theo edicts t

Service Commission 1.

of mind,
If It Is the Intei :i

the official public sen 1,

men who kept this natu
world'. map who are n
why not make one J,. .it
with knockout dtops r.ii'icr
more at a time wiiem
to feel a desire to "
by seeking promotion
sure it? ;eoi...k i

Past Commander, '! A

New York.
New York, January !

When rt (illmore Srrennilnl III .mi

To Tlir Kniroi nr Tiik m n
early 'SO Patrick iliimore e

famou Ctilmore's ban I ho h

the litos cluti. An-- ev
paraded on Fifth aenu- -
In front of the .,

play 'Should Audi V qua '
got."

Many time have I seen in
Al'UN 1 ll- -

Nisr Ton, January 10


